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Dear Friends,

On May 19, 2007, Samah Idriss, Lebanese writer and editor of Al-Adab magazine, wrote an editorial
titled “A Critique of (Pseudo) Critical Consciousness: Kurdistan - Iraq, A Case in Point.” The piece,
published following the fifth Irbil Festival, denounced the pandering of many Arab intellectuals to
President Jalal Talabani, sponsor of the Festival, and to Fakhri Karim, its director. Idriss exposed the
situation in Kurdistan as being very different from the island of stability we read about in the media. He
spoke of the role of Israel and the Mossad, of violations of human rights (especially women’s rights), of
“honor crimes,” of the role of the CIA... Idriss also alluded to what tens of influential people have written
before him, particularly to Karim's corruption within the old Iraqi Communist Party, and the role some




